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Biographies
Ira Basen has been with CBC Radio since 1984. He was senior producer at Sunday 
Morning and Quirks and Quarks. He has been involved in the creation of three net-

work programs; The Inside Track (1985), This Morning (1997) and Workology (2001), 

as well as several special series, including Spin Cycles, a six-part look at PR and 

the media, that was broadcast on CBC Radio One in January/February 2007.  He 

has also written for Saturday Night, The Globe and Mail, The Walrus, and cbc.ca.

He has won several awards, including the Canadian Science Writers Associa-

tion Award, the Canadian Nurses Association Award, and the New York Radio Fes-

tival Award.  He has developed several training programs for CBC journalists, and 

has taught at the University of Toronto and Ryerson.  In the fall of 2007, he will be 

teaching a course on “Critical Perspectives on Public Relations” at the University of 

Western Ontario, and a course in radio production at Ryerson University. He is the 

co-author of the Canadian edition of The Book of Lists (Knopf Canada, 2005).

Richard Black covers environmental issues for BBC News, primarily for the Web 

site but also for national and international radio. Most of his career was spent in 

BBC World Service reporting on scientific and environmental affairs, and presenting 

programmes with a similar brief. He was co-founder of the pioneering environment/

development programme One Planet, and has reported from major international 

events such as the UNFCCC meeting in Nairobi in 2006, the UN World Summit in 

New York in 2005, and the UNAIDS summit in Barcelona in 2002. He has contrib-

uted to the BBC’s journalist training programmes directed at former Soviet bloc na-

tions, and travelled extensively in the developing world.

Dr. Tammy Boyce is the Research Councils UK Research Fellow in Risk, Science, 

Health and Communication at the Cardiff School of Journalism, Media and Cultural 

Studies, Cardiff University, Wales.  Her research interests include media coverage of 

health and science issues and the relationships between sources, public relations, 

journalists and the public.  Her book Health, Risk and News: the MMR Vaccine and 
the Media was published by Peter Lang in 2007.  She is currently involved in a 

number of projects including an examination of UK media coverage of science and 

technology and media coverage, production and audience reception of disfigure-

ment, understanding the impact of user-generated content on news and the role of 

expertise in journalism.

Maps & Directions

Sheraton Wall Hotel 1088 Burrard Street

Wedgewood Hotel 845 Hornby Street

Granville Island Hotel 1253 Johnston Street
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Welcome from Elizabeth Simpson

Welcome from Sid Katz

Maps & Directions

I am really pleased to be participating in this conference both as 
a scientist and a journalist. I have long supported the creation of 
a science journalism program in the school which, I am happy to 
say, is now into its second year. UBC is an excellent location for 
such a program due to the many excellent researchers spread 
throughout the faculties, schools and teaching hospitals and the 
interest that many have in the communication of science. Hope-
fully, the science journalism program will grow and develop over 
the next few years. This conference and the awards to be pre-
sented to top science journalists will help make this possible. I 

look forward to our discussions.

Sincerely,
Sid Katz, C.M., PhD
Professor of Pharmacology and Toxicology, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences
Executive Director, UBC Community Affairs
Scientist in Residence, UBC School of Journalism

Stephen Ward and I met at a Peter Wall Institute interdiscipli-
nary program much like this one. At that time I told Stephen I 
thought writing books was passé; he later won the Harold Ad-
ams Innis Prize for the book he was writing. In turn, he told me 
that the direction of my science was highly controversial; I later 
won a $10.2 million award to pursue that direction. 

Who could have guessed that from such inauspicious begin-
nings would grow the Science Journalism Research Group at 
the UBC School of Journalism (SOJ)? This team has only been 

together for 17 months and already they have awarded four science journalism schol-
arships, developed a science journalism course, established four national science 
journalism prizes, and done extensive research interviews with science journalists and 
editors across Canada. During a recent review of the encompassing Genome Canada 
Pleiades Promoter Project (www.pleiades.org) the SOJ project “New models and Novel 
Strategies for Improved Genomic Communication” was singled out: “The GE3LS pro-
ject has made tremendous progress towards its original goal of developing new jour-
nalism to communicate science to the general public.”

Congratulations on attending this workshop – perhaps here you will find your interdis-
ciplinary soul mate with whom to carve out “Future Directions in Science Journalism.”

Elizabeth M. Simpson, PhD
Senior Scientist, Centre for Molecular Medicine & Therapeutics
Associate Professor, Department of Medical Genetics, CFRI, UBC

DIRECTIONS TO UBC CAMPUS

By public transit
The following bus routes will get you to UBC: #4, 9, 17, 25, 41, 43, 44, 49, 84, 99, 258 and 480. 
Please visit the Translink Web site (www.translink.bc.ca) for schedule information. Keep in mind 
that some routes operate only during peak periods. Note especially that the #44 Express from 
downtown Vancouver operates on weekdays only. Also note that diesel buses and trolley buses 
stop at different bus loops on campus. Depending on your route, the trip will take between 30 
and 40 minutes from downtown Vancouver.

By car
To reach UBC by car, drive westbound along Northwest Marine Drive, 4th Avenue, 10th Ave-
nue, 16th Avenue, or 41st Avenue. Please visit UBC Parking (www.parking.ubc.ca) for informa-
tion about parking on campus and rates. The closest parking garage to the conference location 
is the Rose Garden Parkade. For more detailed driving directions check the UBC Trek Web site 
at http://trek.ubc.ca/programs/other/drive.html. From downtown Vancouver, it is about a 20-
minute drive to UBC.
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About Us

Maps & DirectionsWelcome from Stephen Ward
Welcome to this timely conference, “Future Directions in 

Science Journalism,” a project of the UBC School of Jour-

nalism’s science journalism initiative. Given the impact of 

new media and science on a global world, schools of jour-

nalism should lead in the education of critical and informed 

science journalists and researchers.

Science journalism is a new and developing specialty at our 

graduate school. It aims to improve the understanding of 

science through research, teaching, and public discussion. 

The initiative includes research conducted by media schol-

ars at our school, in Belgium, and in France.

I invite you to learn more about our school, its international faculty, and its excellent 

graduate students. Become involved with our science journalism initiative and as-

sist us in this worthy project of improving the public communication of science. En-

joy the conference and please participate in the conference blog at 

www.sciencejournalism.net.

Warm regards,

Stephen J. A. Ward, PhD

Director and Associate Professor of Journalism Ethics

School of Journalism, UBC

GE3LS Research into Communicating Controversial Science

The science journalism initiative at the UBC School of Journalism seeks to improve 

science journalism through research, education, and public discussion. At the 

heart of the initiative is GE3LS research into communicating controversial science, 

especially genomics. The project is part of a larger brain disorder study, the Pleia-

des Promoter Project, funded by Genome British Columbia. Our research will study 

the strengths and weaknesses of science reporting on genomics through content 

analysis, interviews, normative analysis, and the testing of new communication 

models. 

The project has established science journalism as a speciality at the School of 

Journalism. The speciality includes a science journalism course, scholarships and 

internships, publications, a Web site, public events, the annual appointment of a 

scientist in residence and the Canadian Science Journalism Awards. Recently, re-

searchers in Belgium and France have joined the project to provide international 

comparisons of data. 

The Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies is located within the University Centre at 6331 

Crescent Road, as indicated on the map on the opposite page. This is right next to the Rose 

Garden Parkade and The School of Journalism is just across the road. 

NOTE 

Vehicle access to TRIUMF is from the south (SW Marine Dr. and Wesbrook Mall); access from 

the north (16th Ave and Wesbrook Mall) is blocked by road construction. Check out a map at: 

http://www.triumf.info/public/contact/location.php. 

It is still possible to walk through this intersection. 

Parking is available at TRIUMF.




